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Wondering why Costa Rica is so different from the other vaction sun spots you've visited over the

years? Trying to figure out how a tiny tropical country relying on coffee and banana exports become

Latin America's most stable democracy. Interested in knowing where Costa Rica's big middle class

came from, and why every village has a tidy schoolhouse? Or are you just curious about the

background of the people you've met of the places you visited? The History of Costa Rica will

answer your questions. The only book of its kind in English, written by two leading historians of this

country, each page is illustrated with vivid photos, paintings, portraits, maps and quotes from Costa

Rica's colorful past. A complete index allows you to use the book as a handy reference work before,

during and after you read the compelling story of "the Switzerland of Central America".
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I read this short book quickly, just before my family spent a week in Costa Rica as tourists. We had

a local guide and driver, and I was translator for the group. But what I got from the book kept me in

delightful conversation with our guide for four straight days.If you are a tourist, as opposed to

scholar or historian, I think this book fills the bill perfectly.

my mother read this book. She left costa rica at age 18 and now 92 yr old.she enjoyed catching on

many things even though she has visited costa rica many times.

Good background information on the country, but somewhat dated. I would have liked more maps

included in the text, as regions and cities are discussed . .
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